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Panels and mouldings for interior use 

Appendix 1 Laboratories and methods for testing and 
analysis 

General requirements for test and analysis laboratories 
Tests must be carried out in a correct and competent way. The analysis 
laboratory/test institute must be impartial and professional.  

If accreditation is not separately required, the test and/or analysis laboratory 
must comply with the general requirements of the EN ISO 17025 standard for 
the quality control of test and calibration laboratories or have official GLP status.  

The applicant's laboratory can be approved if it is accredited and complies with 
the requirements of the standard EN ISO 17025.  

When testing quality and performance properties, the applicant's own laboratory 
can be approved even if it is not accredited. The following applies:  

• The laboratory has a certified quality system (ISO 9001) which includes 
testing, and  

• The laboratory can show that the test results obtained are similar to the 
results from an accredited test laboratory through initial tests performed 
as parallel tests. Parallel tests must as a minimum be performed when 
test standards are updates, and  

• The laboratory performs the tests in accordance with an established plan 
for the current test standard and documents the selection of products in a 
product series for worst case tests, and  

• An independent inspection body shall, on the basis of test reports, 
confirm that the manufacturer's test results are consistent with the 
results of an accredited laboratory. This can, for example, be evaluated as 
part of an inspection of the laboratory's quality system carried out by the 
inspection body for certification of the quality system.  

Acoustic panels, acoustic performance O3 
The sound absorption test must be carried out in accordance with the 
standardised test methods in EN ISO 354 and classification according to EN ISO 
11654.   

Emissions of formaldehyde and VOC from panels O49  
The test shall be carried out in accordance with the test method* EN 16516 or 
ISO 16000-3 or other equivalent standardised test conditions and determination 
methods. 

* The methods and limit values are based on the EU commission published 
regulation amending Annex XVII of the REACH Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006. 
This requirement will be updated following the development of this regulation.  
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Test method for COD emissions (wet process) O50 
COD content shall be tested in accordance with ISO 6060 (Water quality — 
Determination of the chemical oxygen demand) or equivalent. If another analysis 
method is used, the licensee must show that it is equivalent. An analysis of 
PCOD or BOD may also be used as verification if a correlation with COD can be 
demonstrated. The method for measuring TOC is ISO 8245 Guidelines for the 
determination of total organic carbon (TOC) and dissolved organic carbon (DOC). 

Sample frequency: Emissions to water are calculated as the annual average value 
and are based on at least one representative daily sample per week. 
Alternatively, a sampling frequency set by the authorities may also be approved. 

Sampling: Water samples must be taken after the process wastewater has been 
treated in any internal water treatment plant. The flow at the time of sampling 
must be indicated. If the process wastewater is externally purified with other 
wastewater, the analysis result should be reduced by the documented efficiency 
of the COD in the external water treatment plant. The analyses must be carried 
out on unfiltered and un-sedimented samples in accordance with standard ISO 
6060. 

Working environment – emissions to air O51 and O52 
Air measurements must be carried out in accordance with standardised test 
methods in this area, such as EN 689 Workplace exposure – Measurement of 
exposure by inhalation to chemical agents – Strategy for testing compliance with 
occupational exposure limit values; EN 482 Workplace exposure – Procedures for 
the determination of the concentration of chemical agents – Basic performance 
requirements; or equivalent method approved by Nordic Ecolabelling. 

EN 14042 Workplace atmospheres – Guide for the application and use of 
procedures for the assessment of exposure to chemical and biological agents. 
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